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stantly renewing and pressing the fight against him; some for declaring martial law and imprisoning a United States Judge; some sincerely believing a military hero should not hold high civil office; some believing, under the inspiration of false teachers, that he was a man whose self-will subordinated his patriotism; some ambitious and jealous of his hold on the people, and many honestly differing with him on Democratic theory of government; so that through a lifetime this great aim was kept before the world, whether it was right or wrong, the best defense ever made for it was made by Jackson himself, when just back from driving the invaders from our soil, but still on guard in his country's service.servation of constitutional rights, and that there could be no question whether it were best to depart for a moment from the enjoyment of our dearest privileges, or have them wrested from us forever. He knew that if the civil magistrate were permitted to exercise his usual functions, none of the measures necessary to avert the awful fate that threatened us could be expected. Personal liberty cannot exist at a time when every man is required to become a soldier. Private property cannot be secured, when its use is indispensable to the public safety. Unlimited liberty of speech is incompatible with the discipline of a camp, and that of the press more dangerous still when made the vehicle of conveying intelligence to the enemy, or exciting mutiny among the troops. To have suffered the uncontrolled enjoyment of any of those rights, during the time of the late invasion, would have been to abandon the defense of the country; the civil magistrate is the guardian of those rights, and the proclamation of martial law was, therefore, intended to supersede the exercise of his authority so far as it interfered with the necessary restriction of those rights; but no further."
